[Has the discovery of Helicobacter pylori actually made a revolution in gastroenterology?].
Part 1 of this paper presents a brief description of the results of 25 year investigations of H. pylori infection and its contribution to the development of gastroduodenal pathology (chronic hepatitis, ulcer disease, stomach cancer, gastric maltoma) with reference to its diagnostics, strategy and efficacy of eradication therapy. Part 2 contains arguments and facts that contradict opinions in favour of the leading role of H. pylori infection in pathogenesis of major gastro-duodenal disorders as well as results of the studies of normal and anomalous gastric mucosal microflora comprising numerous bacteria, besides H. pylori, exhibiting such properties as adhesiveness, invasiveness (unlike H. pylori), virulence, and urease activity. The causes behind the failure of eradication therapy are discussed with reference to the decrease of its effectiveness to the critical level attributable largely to misjudgements of the authors of Maastricht recommendations.